
Willow Class English                                                                  Week Beginning 15th June 2020 
 

The Wind In The Willows by Kenneth Grahame Week 3 

Well done for all your Show not Tell work, it’s been great to see what you have observed from the story 

and that you can use that in your own writing too. We are going to build on this and the descriptive writing 

from week 1 as we enter the Wild Wood with Mole… if you dare… 

Our next enthralling instalment is Episode 3 – The Wild Wood 

Don’t forget you can listen to the BBC as an audiobook (free, but you will have to create an account if you 

don’t have one, or find it on the BBC Sounds app) 

And read the script, which you can download from the Willow Class homework page. 

This week we are going to look at how Kenneth Grahame makes the Wild Wood seem so SPOOKY. 

Our objective, by the end of the week, is to write your own version of Mole’s scary journey. 

Task 1 
 
Look up, tell, 

read and 
listen. 

The first task is to enjoy reading Episode 3. 
 
But before you get started, look up these words and write their meanings in your book, 
it will help you along the way (Here is a good online dictionary if you don’t have one): 
 

Offended, dwelling, domestic, resolution, grave, brace, cudgel 
 

Of course some of these words have more than one meaning (eg. grave) so you will need 
to look at the context in the story to work out which one fits. 
 
Can you tell the story so far to a nearby adult? 
 
Now read the script and have a pencil and paper ready as I am sure there will be other 
words that you might want to look up. 
 
You can use the audiobook too, if you like, it is beautifully read or share it with an adult. 
 

Task 2 
 

Cold, scary 
and creepy… 

Kenneth Grahame (KG) uses carefully chosen words to give the impression that Wild 
Wood is a terrifying place. Task 2 is all about finding those words and techniques to see 
how he does it. 
 
We are going to look at the passage from page 1, paragraph 9 (‘It was a cold still 
afternoon with a hard steely sky’ to the end of page 2 paragraph 7 (‘the Terror of the 
Wild Wood’). Draw a line at the beginning and end so that you remember where to start 
and stop. 
 
Get a highlighter, coloured pen or pencil and highlight all the words and phrases in the 
passage that make it feel cold, scary and creepy. KG uses these to create the 
atmosphere in his story, he even starts before Mole gets to the Wild Wood! 
 
For example in the first paragraph I hope you spotted: steely sky, bare, entirely leafless, 
low and threatening. It doesn’t sound very pleasant does it?! 
 
Make a list of words and phrases that KG uses. Did you spot any personification? He uses 
this to make it feel even spookier.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b03g64pq
https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.php
https://chambers.co.uk/search/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfkk7ty/articles/zw9p8mn
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You may also have noticed that he uses short sentences and lists to increase the pace of 
the story. ‘Twigs crackled under his feet, logs tripped him, funguses on stumps startled 
him’ gives the impression of Mole stumbling around. And the light gets less, its dusk, 
getting dark, when the shadows make you JUMP! 
 

Task 3 
 

Plan 

Based on lots of the ideas that you have seen Kenneth Grahame (KG) use, you are going 
to plan your own version of the story. 
 
I would like you to choose an animal character to enter Wild Wood, it could be the 
animal that you used last week in your writing, but I think it needs to be fairly timid, like 
a hedgehog, mouse or rabbit. 
 
Plan its journey through Wild Wood, you could draw a storyboard or a map of where it 
goes and what it finds. Remember, it is Winter, what is the wood like? Have you been in 
a wood in winter? Was it dark? Can you recall what it was like? 
 
At each point of the journey think about what it can see, hear and feel. How can you 
show what your animal feels? 
 
Borrow some of the language from KG or come up with your own ideas for how you can 
make the Wood feel terrifying and jot these down around your pictures. Can you use 
personification to make it extra spooky (the grasping branches of the overhanging trees 
were reaching out and grabbing at his clothing)? 
 
Does your story end with your animal character finding safety? 
 

Task 4 
 

Write your 
story… 

Now it’s time to write your story. I’m looking for several paragraphs, a page or more 
(you know how much you can normally write). 
 
If you have mapped out your story or drawn a storyboard each section could be used for 
a different paragraph as the setting changes on the journey through the wood. 
 
KG writes in the 3rd person (he/she/it/they) and past tense, it would be good if you did 
too. 
 
If you are stuck for a beginning, you could use ‘It was a cold still afternoon…’ 
 
Off you go, good luck, you can do it, I have every confidence in you! 
 
Make sure you look at your plan – use all the great ideas that you have come up with. 
 
When you are done, don’t forget to read it through out loud to yourself (to make sure it 
makes sense) and edit for spelling and punctuation. 
 
I’d love to see what you come up with, take a photo and email it to me. Do ask me 
questions if you are not sure about anything. 
 
Take care! Mr Webster.  
 

 


